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that we should live within our means
as a Nation, that we cannot continue
to borrow from the future to pay for
the present.

And so we arrived at this budget ne-
gotiation, this way to fund the govern-
ment, the continuing resolution. What
should happen is that we pass 12 dif-
ferent appropriation bills funding the
government, one unit at a time, with
great insight coming from both points
of view, both parties, both sides of the
aisle.

About three or four or five of those
have been passed out of committee.
Some have been sent to the Senate.
Those have not been processed, but the
House hasn’t finished its work. So we
were forced into a circumstance caused
by both houses, both parties that said,
we’ll fund the government with a con-
tinuing resolution. That is, we will re-
solve to continue how we spent before.
Those are sometimes inadequate, inac-
curate reflections of current spending
problems, current spending needs. But
that’s where we were.

Now on the one side, the President
said, We want you to just give us the
money to spend. Our side said, We will
do that, but we want things in return.
If we’re spending more than the Nation
can bring in, if we’re spending more
than the government has, then we
would like to check that spending. We
would give attention to the Affordable
Care Act, to ObamaCare, that we would
choose that in order to relieve the pres-
sure.

The bill is unpaid for. We are print-
ing the money to make government
work now. About $1 trillion a year is
being printed.
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We call it quantitative easing be-
cause printing sounds so crass to the
American public. So we’re quantitative
easing $1 trillion a year; and yet we’re
bringing on another program which is
unaffordable and which we do not have
the trillion or $2 trillion to spend.

So our side said, initially, we will
give you the funding for the govern-
ment, but on our side, we would like to
defund the entire program. That posi-
tion simply was never responded to by
the Senate.

In good faith, we said, okay, we un-
derstand your unspoken communica-
tion, so we notched down a bit. We will
still continue the government funding
at the price that you, the President,
are asking for. And this time, we’ll
simply delay the program for 1 year.
It’s not working. It has problems in
many different States. We still aren’t
certain where the funding comes from.

And, again, the President and the
Senate remained silent, not even both-
ering to show up for work for a couple
of days before they sent our first opin-
ion back, simply rejected. The second
was sent back.

Last night we were faced with an-
other quandary. We said, we’ll notch
down one more time. We said, we’ll
fund the government at the level
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you’re requesting, but we should, on
our side, suggest that we would delay
the individual mandate.

The President has given many indi-
vidual exemptions. He’s given waivers
to companies, to unions. He said to all
employers, we’re going to delay your
input for a year.

Last night the Senate rejected that.
That’s the reason we’re here today.

I call on the Speaker, the President,
and Mr. REID, to gather publicly in
front of TV cameras and work the dif-
ferences out.

————

THIS IS A SAD DAY FOR AMER-
ICAN DEMOCRACY AND THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. POCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, this is a
sad day for the American people and
for American democracy.

For weeks, I've told my constituents
that I know things look bad, but the
Republicans won’t shut down the gov-
ernment. There’s too many adults on
that side of the room to let this hap-
pen.

And now, after watching what hap-
pened yesterday, I can barely explain
this to myself. The best I can say is I
feel like I'm serving in the Nation’s
largest Kkindergarten, only we’re in
charge of the Federal checkbook and
the nuclear arsenal.

The fact that so many Republicans
are holding their breath because they
don’t like the Affordable Care Act—
Congress passed the Affordable Care
Act. The President signed the bill into
law. The Supreme Court has upheld the
law.

And yet this body keeps voting to try
and repeal the Affordable Care Act, not
just once or twice, getting the mes-
sage, but 46 times. And it’s still oper-
ational today.

What happened last night, in the
final half hour before closing down our
government?

The Republicans came up with a last-
ditch effort: let’s go to conference com-
mittee.

I serve on the Budget Committee. We
have been asking, for 6 months, to have
the Republicans appoint conferees so
we could have a budget in this country.
The only obstacle between this country
having a budget and not is the fact
that the Speaker would refuse to ap-
point conferees to a budget.

Last night, with 15 minutes to spare,
the best idea the Republicans have,
after 46 votes to repeal the Affordable
Care Act, is to have us go to a con-
ference committee.

What are the results of what hap-
pened?

Well, one, government is shut down.
Thank you, Republican Party.

Two, the Affordable Care Act is im-
plementing today and is the law of the
land.

And, three, I'm guessing the Tea
Party had a pretty good fundraising
week or two.
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But here’s what happens to the peo-
ple in my district. People who are try-
ing to get small business loans from
the Small Business Administration are
going to be halted; $1 billion a month
that happens is halted right now, so we
can’t grow the economy.

People trying to get housing loans
for rural families and low- and middle-
income families are going to be put on
hold.

The Women, Infant and Children pro-
gram for low-income, pregnant women
will be put on hold, after this Congress
has already tried to cut $39 billion from
food stamps.

We’re going to block the Centers for
Disease Control from tracking influ-
enza, something that could potentially
have devastating impact across the
country.

And more than 800,000 Federal em-
ployees are going to be furloughed be-
cause some Republicans couldn’t get
their way on the 46th try.

I served in the Wisconsin legislature
for 14 years before coming here, and we
had our differences, but we always
moved on. We did our jobs.

Now it’s time for Congress to do our
job. It doesn’t matter what party you
belong to. America deserves better.

The adults in the Republican Party
need to take the keys back from the
Tea Party before they have to call a
tow truck to take the country out of
the ditch. It’s time for the country to
act, and we need the Republicans to get
behind something that gets a budget
done.

——————

DISASTER RELIEF FOR COLORADO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. GARDNER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, over
the weekend, this House worked to find
a solution to the impasse over the con-
tinuing resolution, sending over var-
ious options to the Senate to try to
jump-start negotiations to work
through an agreement to find a solu-
tion to keep our government funded.

In the early hours of this morning,
we finally said to the leader of the U.S.
Senate, HARRY REID, let’s find a way to
meet face-to-face, through a conference
committee, to negotiate a solution and
avoid a government shutdown. We’ve
passed, three times now, measures to
keep the government funded and a way
to find solutions to this critical issue.

But there are many people in Colo-
rado who are struggling now because of
the shutdown and who are worried
about what happens to their situation,
particularly those who may have been
impacted by the flood. And that is why
we must find a way to get government
funded to find a solution to get govern-
ment going back on track, while pre-
venting policies that we know are bad
for the economy.

So let’s work together and find solu-
tions but also, at the same time, ensur-
ing certainty to people who are suf-
fering from Colorado’s greatest natural
disaster.
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